(Updated: 10/15/2010)
Definitions:

ASA Recreational Softball League:

An organized league approved and sanctioned by the MASS ASA for a minimum of one season, associated with a recognized community, and open to any interested youth. Some type of draft, draw or other acceptable method is to be utilized to ensure distribution of talent among the teams.
Club Softball Organization:

An organization that holds tryouts, actively recruits players and does extensive traveling.
Surrounding City/ Town:

A city/town that geographically touches the city/town a majority of players reside in 

Class A:


This level of competition is highly competitive with most players having consistent ability and pitchers being capable of controlling the game.

Example of teams that WILL be classified as ‘A’ are:


A travel team that meets the requirements of Class C or Class B, but wishes to play up in classification.


A travel team that was classified as ‘B’ the previous season and won that year’s State Championship or other Championship Event (Regionals or Nationals).

A travel team that was classified as ‘B’ the previous season and dominated play in that classification

Teams classified as Class A may play unlimited Class A ASA sanctioned events and other softball organization’s events

Teams classified as Class A CANNOT play in any Class B or Class C ASA sanctioned event

Class B:

This level of play is for teams that do not believe they can compete at the ‘A’ level and plays in mostly local tournaments with little travel, with some exceptions as determined by the MASS ASA JO staff. Teams wishing to be classified as ‘B’ must go through the MASS ASA JO classification process.
Examples of teams that MAY be classified as ‘B’ are:

Class C team that meets the requirements of Class C, but wishes to play up in classification.

A team made up from multiple cities/ towns with the majority (51% or more) residing from one city/town and the rest from surrounding towns.

A team that is not affiliated with an ASA recreational program and is not a club organization as defined by the MASS ASA JO staff.
Two or three towns that combine to form one travel team because they do not have enough players in which to form their own travel team.

A team without dominating pitching


Teams classified as Class B may play unlimited Class B ASA sanctioned events

Teams classified as Class B may play in three (3) Class A ASA sanctioned events. Should the team finish either first or second in one of these events, the team will be reclassified to Class A the following season. Should the team finish either first or second in two events, the team will be reclassified to Class A for the remainder of the current season. The team may petition the MASS ASA JO Staff to be allowed to play in a fourth Class A ASA event.


Teams classified as Class B CANNOT play in any Class C ASA sanctioned event

Class C:


The travel team has 100% of its players from one city/town, with some exceptions as determined by MASS ASA Deputy JO Commissioner Gil Vigeant, that all play within the same ASA Recreational Softball League and has completed the MASS ASA JO Classification process. Exceptions may include but not limited to leagues formed from two or more towns because of not enough players in one town to make a league, towns with small populations, or towns without recreational leagues. The Class C Commissioner will meet with league representatives and the team to review their situation and make a classification.
Teams classified as Class C may play unlimited Class B or Class C ASA sanctioned events. Class C teams may also play in the MASS ASA Class B Championships.
Teams classified as Class C cannot play in any Class A ASA sanctioned events. 

